
Newsletter 

July/August 2017 

Regular Events 
Every Sunday 10am Prayer Meeting  

Every Sunday 11am  Church Service 

Every Monday 10.30am Knit and Natter (at Val 

Stephenson’s house) 

Every Tuesday 7.30pm Life Groups 

Every Wednesday 10.30am Ladies Meeting (see 

Pam Knight for more details) 

Every Thursday 7.30pm Bridgwater Life Group 

Every Friday 10am Ladies Life Group. Venue 

changes each week—see Jenny if interested in 

attending. 

Choir practice every month (usually second Sun-

day after church) 

 

Tatworth Tots is a community group for babies 

and children up to school age.  It is run by 

church mums and mums from the village and 

meets every Tuesday in term time between 10am 

and 12noon.  £1.50 per family per week. 

Special Events 
5th July 11am—12 noon—Prayer Walk around the  

village.  

8th July 9.30am—Fruitful.  Women’s Breakfast.  

Bring and share.  Still studying Romans chapter 8! 

11th July  - The Hiding Place - the story of Corrie 

ten Boom, performed by a professional company, 

the Oddments Theatre Co. At St. Mary's Church, 

tickets £8.50 in advance or £10.50 on the door. 

Tickets available on line at www.oddments-

theatre.co.uk or from St. Mary's. 

12th July 6.30-7.30pm—Prayer Meeting for the vil-

lage. 

16th July Marieanne’s Birthday Festival.  All are in-

vited to  

celebrate Marieanne’s birthday with her at 

Coaxdon Farm. See Marieanne for more details. 

Bring swimming things, food and drink to share. 

13th July 7.30pm—Deeper.  Eleos.  Romans 11. 

19th July 11am—12 noon—Prayer Walk around the  

Village. 

22nd July 9.00am—Men’s breakfast. 

26th July 6.30pm—7.30pm—Prayer Meeting for the  

village. 

2nd August—11am—12 noon—Prayer Walk around 

the  

village. 

9th August—6.30pm—7.30pm—Prayer Meeting for 

the village.  

12th August—9.30am—Fruitful.  Women’s Break-

fast.  Bring and share.  May be studying Romans 9. 

13th August— picnic or bbq on Tatworth playing 

fields.  Details  

tbc nearer the time. 

16th August—11am—12noon—Prayer Walk around 

the village. 

23rd August—6.30pm—7.30pm—Prayer Meeting 

for the village. 

 

If we get a really hot spell again, we are hoping to 

have a trip to Weymouth one Saturday in July or 

August. Keep an eye on the forecast and the  

Facebook page.  

 

Brunel Manor 2018 

We have booked to go away again to Brunel 

Manor from 8th—10th June 2018.  One generous 

member of the church family has committed to 

pay for all the children, so we are hoping that 

everyone will be able to come away again, as we 

had such a fantastic time last year.  The prices 

are not  totally confirmed for 2018, but should be 

£139 per adult.   

 

We are already taking payments from a number 

of members of the congregation and if you’re 

able to pay by standing order please pay into the 

church account with the reference BRUNEL. 

Nat West Bank 

Account number 15123316 

Sort Code 60 05 06 

 

For those who would prefer to pay cash instal-

ments, Sue Wakeman will be taking payments on 

the last Sunday of every month.  We have printed 

a number of payment forms (like last time) so 

you will be able to keep track of your payments.  

We need to confirm numbers, so if you intend to 

be with us next year, please pay a £10  

deposit by 28th July. 

 

We had a great time last time, so don’t miss out!  

It was a fabulous time of fun and fellowship. 
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Maintenance Update 
Keith Trayling has recently taken on the role of Maintenance Man.  He and his team—Nehemiah Builders—have 
started on a programme of maintenance and upkeep of the building.  Small jobs, such as the dodgy toilet seat in the 
gents, door handles, batteries in clocks etc have been completed quickly.  If you see any other bits and bobs that 
need doing please let Keith know and he will get onto it, or pass it to one of his wonderful team.  Much praise needs 
to go to Dave and Jacqui Hiscox who have done a truly brilliant job with the front doors.  They had become really 
shabby and Dave and Jacqui took it upon themselves to sand the doors down, fill the holes, repaint and varnish 
them before spending literally hours cleaning the brass welcome plaques! We are very grateful for their efforts. 
Since January as a church family we have raised enough money to pay for a new boiler and a recent offering raised 
enough money to replace the fascia boards around the building, which will be the next project for the Nehemiah 
Builders.  Thank you to everyone who has been able to give into this important work.  We need to make God’s house 
a welcoming place to be.  
Next on the list for big maintenance jobs is the re-painting of the car park as the car parking spaces have all but dis-
appeared and the lighting in the Family Centre, which is inadequate particularly in the winter.   
Although she may not be able to be in the building at the moment, Yanske is doing her bit for the maintenance fund.  
She is selling  greetings cards which she has coloured by hand. She has already raised £10 which has gone towards 
the Maintenance fund.  The cards and larger pictures will be on sale every Sunday.  They only cost a few pence 
each—but every little helps, so please keep buying them.  

How did it feel to read the Bible aloud? 
 
To mark Pentecost, Chard Churches Together ran a program to read the Bible aloud in Chard High Street from the evening of 31st May to Pente-
cost Morning 4th June.  Three members of South Chard Church took part and we asked them how it felt. This is what they said: 
 
Bridget Trayling: It wasn’t what I expected.  I expected a stand and a microphone and for us to be declaring the Word aloud in the High Street, so 
was disappointed to find us quietly reading the Bible in a booth, but it actually was a more emotional experience than I thought it would be.  I read 
the Bible from 5pm—5.30pm on Saturday 3rd June.  I was told that if they were on schedule I would be reading Matthew, which i thought would be 
a good book to read, but when I got there they were ahead of schedule and were already on John!  What a brilliant book to read.  I was fortunate 
enough to read from chapter 14 until the end of John’s gospel.  It was incredibly moving to read the story of the crucifixion out loud.  Reading it out 
loud made me focus on the words and made the crucifixion seem very real.  It was a great experience and one that I would happily repeat.  I hope 
Chard Churches Together will be doing this next year and I urge others of you to get involved.   

 
Shirley Dexter: I knew that the 72 hour reading of the Bible was happening outside of the Guildhall for the Thy Kingdom Come event but was not 
sure whether I could do it. I also knew that the people who were organizing it needed more readers so I put my name down for an hour at 3 am in 
the morning. Setting  my alarm for 2.15 am I went to Chard I have to say with some trepidation. I knew that there would be others there, there 
were 4 people there when I arrived although a couple were leaving. I joined in with the reading of Chronicles, not the easiest with all the names, but 
I did my best. Two of us read a chapter each and although not shouting it out we were reading as though we were speaking to someone a couple of 
metres away. An hour fled by and I really didn`t want to stop and actually stayed for 3 hours. It was a wonderful experience, just reading God`s 
word out loud in the middle of the night was a humbling experience. I went back the Friday night from 4-6 am. The manager of the Phoenix pub and 
his partner came with coffee after they had locked up . She commented how lovely it was for something good to be happening amidst all the bad 
things that went on. In all the time from Wednesday morning at 7 am until Saturday night at 11.15pm when the last chapter was read only 1 person 
complained about what we were doing and he was very drunk and became quite abusive. There were many good comments and conversations as 
there was nearly always a spare person for people to talk to. I was lucky enough to be there  as the last chapter was read and 10 of us read it to-
gether, just so moving. If anyone gets a chance to do something like this just go for it, you will get more out of it than you put in. 

 
Pat Haydon: I was excited about the Bible being read out in the middle of Chard and grabbed the opportunity to be part of it.  I chose 4 am because 
they said they were a bit thin on the ground at that time. Shirley Dexter was reading with me, so we read a chapter each from 2 Kings.  Even though 
there was no one around in town at that time of the morning there are always principalities and powers, and I felt it was a powerful opportunity 
just to be able to read out the Word of God in freedom and with faith that it would be part of changing the atmosphere in Chard. As I was reading 
about kings who ‘did or did not do right in the eyes of the Lord’ I found myself inwardly praying that there would be repentance and salvation and 
that the ‘high places; of idolatry would be taken down over Chard. The hour passed by very quickly and it seemed like no time before our replace-
ments arrived.  I was also encourage by the sense of community and strength I felt by joining in this venture with other believers.  

Yanske has been thinking about computers and how 

computer terminology has invaded our language. Here 

are some of her interpretations of PC language. 

Port:  Is it a harbour or a drink? 

Server: Someone who serves you in a restaurant. 

Spreadsheet: What you do to your bedclothes. 

Back up:  You tell the Devil to do so!!! 

Cursor: Someone who swears! 

Floppy disc:  When you put your back out!  

Memory:  It’s not just the older people who lose it 

sometimes! 

Mainframe: It’s around your front door. 

Network: What you do after the fish has been landed. 

Online: When you hang your washing out.  

Laptop:  Where your dog or cat loves to be. 

Website: Where there are many, many spiders. 

Oh, what have they done with our language?  Surely 

you agree with me that they have stolen it!  Who is 

responsible?!  

 
Situations Vacant 

 
Did you know that there are lots of ways you could get more involved in church life?  There are lots of places looking for 
helpers at the moment.  Do you think you could help in the following ways: 
 

 Play or sing in the worship team?  See Dave Cleave 

 Help with the children’s work? See Mark or Liz Priddle 

 Serve tea and coffee at the end of the service?  See Sandra Creedy or Ruth Spender 

 Lead the service/read the notices?  See Jenny Reid. 

 Welcome people to the church? See Pam Knight. 

 Help on the sound desk?  See Gareth Norman. 

 Host a new life group?  See Mark Thompson. 

 Run Connect—the 18-30’s group?  See Mark Thompson. 

 Be on the Maintenance Team? See Keith Trayling. 

 Attend the Ladies midweek meeting?  See Pam Knight. 

 Deliver Good News newspapers round the village? See Bill Stephenson. 

 Drive people to hospital appointments? See Bridget Trayling. 


