
When I read Psalm 150 it sounds like a riot!  The 
Psalmist exhorts us to praise Him with trumpets, lyres, 
harps, dancing, stringed instruments, and flute and if 
that’s not enough throw in some cymbals.   
 
Cymbals—not the quietest of instruments. And we’re 
not talking about just cymbals but resounding cymbals! 
Not just resounding cymbals—but clashing and loud 
cymbals!  Now to me, that sounds like a party! 
 
The Psalmist is not talking about quiet, contemplative 
worship here but loud, raucous, happy-clappy, shouty, 
lose-it-all and go crazy worship and praise. 
 
I’m sure this was the kind of praise that Paul and Silas 
were practising in Acts 16.  From verse 16 onwards we 
read that Paul and Silas were in Philippi and had en-
countered a slave girl who earned money for her own-
ers by predicting the future.  Paul cast out a demon 
from her but her owners (now realising their source of 
income had been taken away) seized Paul and Silas 
and dragged them to the authorities.  
 
The magistrates ordered they be severely flogged and 
they were thrown into prison.  To ensure they could not 
escape they were taken to the most inner cell of the 
prison and their feet were put in chains. 
 
Think about that for a moment and consider your reac-
tion. Paul and Silas had faced ridicule, court and an un-
fair punishment. That alone would be enough to finish 
me off!  But worse, they had been severely beaten—not 
just beaten but they had been properly beaten up, 
thrown into the very deepest part of the prison and put 
in chains.  That must’ve hurt.   
 
What was their reaction?  We are told in Acts 16 vs 25 
that around midnight they were praying and singing 
hymns to God and the other prisoners were listening to 
them.  Midnight, the darkest part of the night.  The 
bleakest part of the day when daybreak and the opti-
mism of a new day seem so far away. But they’re pray-
ing and singing hymns to God.   

And they’re not whispering them.  They’re not whisper-
ing under their breath “God why did you let this happen 
to us when we were just doing your work?”  They’re not 
even whispering “Blessed be your name when I walk 
through the wilderness.”  They’re not whispering any-
thing.   
 
They are praying, praising and singing so loudly that the 
other prisoners are listening to them.  The other prison-
ers probably didn’t have a choice.  Paul and Silas were 
practising the loud, shouty, lose-it-all worship of Psalm 
150.  
 
And that’s the kind of praise that changes everything. 
That’s the kind of praise that sees God move. When we 
stop focussing on our circumstances and focus on 
praising God with a heart that’s fit to burst, it’s amazing 
what he can do.   
 
Because we’re told that suddenly there was a violent 
earthquake which shook the prison to its foundations, 
the cell doors flew open and everyone’s chains came 
loose.  
 
Do you feel like you’re in a prison?  Do you feel bound 
with chains of previous experiences, words that have 
hurt you, situations that have kept you chained?  Do 
you feel like you’re in a cell and the door is locked, it’s 
midnight and God feels a long, long way away?  Do you 

feel like you need an earth-
quake to change the situation 
you’re in?   
 
Well, try a bit of Psalm 150 
praise!  Use your ten-stringed 
instruments (your hands) to 
honour God with clapping like 
they’re cymbals!  Focus on 
God, not on the situation and 
praise Him just for who He is 
and what He has done for us.  
Shout to the Lord and expect 
the earthquake! 

Praise Changes Everything 

Let everything that has breath Praise the Lord! 
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FOCUS ON....... Chard Street Pastors
What Is It? 

Chard Street Pastors was launched in March 2011, organised by representatives from churches in and around Chard.                                      

Both the local police and Chard Town Council are very grateful for the work they do and lend their support to the project. 

Who Are They? 

Teams of Street Pastors patrol our streets every Saturday night from 10pm-2am – handing out flip-flops to shoeless girls (& guys), giving out 

water, clearing up glass and connecting with the community. 

Prayer Pastors man the base each week, praying throughout the shift for the town, the community and the Street Pastors. Pat Haydon has been 
a Prayer Pastor for Chard Street Pastors for some time. She describes what is involved. “We meet in Chard Baptist Church on a Saturday night 
at around 9.30pm and pray for the Street Pastors before they go out.  There are always at least two Prayer Pastors, but occasionally there are 
more. The Street Pastors have walkie talkies to let us know of any incidents that need specific prayer.  We make tea and toast for the Street 
Pastors who come in for a break around midnight, before going out for the last shift until 2am. I love getting to know other Christians in and 
around Chard and also the evangelistic side.  We feel we are touching Chard itself and the Street Pastors are 

very grateful for our spiritual support for the practical work they are doing.” 

How Do I Get Involved? 

Street Pastors need to be over 18, be a church member and be able to commit to the training programme.  
If you’re interested in becoming a Street Pastor or a Prayer Pastor contact Nat Thomson on 
chard@streetpastors.org.uk or 07846 710176. 

Proverbial  

Wisdom 
Trust GOD from the bottom 

of your heart; 

    don’t try to figure out 

everything on your own. 

Listen for GOD’s voice in 

everything you do, every-

where you go; 

    he’s the one who will 

keep you on track.  

Proverbs 3 vs 5  

The Message 

Time for Action! 
In the April/May issue the Focus On section was on The Lord’s Larder.  Bill and Val 
Stephenson have now kindly offered to be our representatives for The Lord’s Larder 
and will take our donations to Forefront Church.  Please try to remember to put 
something extra in your shopping basket for The Lord’s Larder.  Just one extra tin of 
beans each will help to bless others. For all those who are able to give something, 
the basket is in the main church hallway under the table. Thank you. 

mailto:chard@streetpastors.org.uk


Coming Up.....! 
The Alpha Course 
We will bring running The Alpha Course in September this year.  
This will be an ideal opportunity to invite friends who have  
questions about Christianity or for those new in the faith to learn 
more. For those who don’t know The Alpha Course it is a series 
of sessions looking at a different aspect of the Christian faith 
each week.  Topics include How does God guide us? Why and 
how should we pray?  There is a short talk followed by open  
discussion.  It’s a great fun course and a good way to learn 
about God’s love. 

Dates for your diary  

Regular Events 
Every Sunday 10am Prayer Meeting  
Every Sunday 11am  Church Service 
Every Monday 7pm Prayer Meeting 
Every Tuesday 7.30pm Life Groups 
Every Thursday 7.30pm Bridgwater Life Group 
 

Connect (18—30s Group) 

Every Fourth Thursday of the month 8pm 
See Mark & Jo Thompson for more details  
 

 
     Every Tuesday       
    (during Term Time)  

     10am—12noon  
     Under 5’s Group.   

See Heather Hodson for more details 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Events: 

Thursday 9th June  Deeper: Men’s Bible Study upstairs  

    at Eleos 7.30pm 

Tuesday 14th June  Joint Life Group Night @ SCC 7.30pm 

Saturday 19th June  Men’s Breakfast 9.30am 

Tuesday 28th June  Alpha Course begins 

July—one Saturday   Family Walk Dog and child   

    friendly walk.     

    Venue TBC. 

Saturday 2nd July  South Chard Churches Together Fete 

Tuesday 5th July  Alpha  

Tuesday 12th July  Alpha 

Thursday 14th July  Deeper:  7.30pm at Eleos 

Sunday 17th July  Praise Night  @ SCC 

Saturday 23rd July  Men’s Breakfast 9.30am 

Sunday 7th August   Church Family BBQ at Whitney Farm 

Tuesday 6th September Alpha Course resumes 

 
Countdown to  
Brunel Manor  

Church Family Weekend 
 

21st—23rd October 2016 
 

142 days to go!  
(as of 1st June) 

 

www.brunelmanor.com 

A quick reminder that the youth are sponsoring a child 
through Compassion UK (compassionuk.org). 
To do this they have to raise £25 each and every month.  
They have done various fundraising activities.  Last month 
they did a car boot at Donyatt. They are always willing to 
take donations, or if you have a job they could do for a small 
fee please see Helena Baker.  

Pete Wallis  

Praise the Lord—He saw the Light! 
 

Pete went to be with the Lord on 15th April 2016.  His commemoration service was held here on 

xx April and during it there was a short black and white clip of Hank Williams singing “I saw the 

light.”  For some it might have seemed strange that this appeared in the middle of the service with 

no explanation.  Pam Wallis takes up the story:  

 

“Pete loved that song.  He would always play it on the cassette tape in the car and would sing 

along, knowing all the words.  Pete wasn’t a Christian at the time but for some reason that song 

was in his heart.  After he became a Christian, of course, the words meant so much more to him 

and not long ago he found the clip of Hank Williams on You Tube.  He played it over and over 

again with even more vigour!” 

 

 I wandered so aimless life filled with sin 

 I wouldn't let my dear saviour in 

 Then Jesus came like a stranger in the night 

 Praise the Lord I saw the light.` 

 

 I saw the light I saw the light 

 No more darkness no more night 

 Now I'm so happy no sorrow in sight 

 Praise the Lord I saw the light.  

Give Thanks For..... 
Nigel’s continued recovery from 

drug abuse.  Let’s all gather round 
him, support him and show him the 

love of Jesus as he negotiates his 

new path. 

 
Jehovah Jireh—The Lord Will 
Provide (Genesis 22:14) 
 

Pray for..... 
Expectant mums Helena Baker and 
Lisa Johnson.  Pray that the last few 

weeks of their pregnancies will not 
be too uncomfortable, especially as 

it’s the summer and pray for the 

safe arrival of their babies: Baby 
Baker at the end of July and Baby 

Johnson at the beginning of August. 

 
Jehovah Rapha—For I am the 
Lord who heals you  
(Exodus 15:26) 

Lisa and Ross  

On 7th May Lisa and Ross 
became Mr & Mrs Johnson!  
Lisa and Ross met in a 
Women’s Refuge four and a 
half years ago whilst Lisa 
was fleeing from a violent 
relationship and Ross was 
visiting his mother.   
About two and a half years 
ago there was a Prayer Day 
happening here in the  
Family Centre but there was no ketchup for the bacon sandwiches.   
To avert total disaster, Jessie Rich rang her friend Lisa who lived just 
around the corner and asked her to bring in a bottle.  Whilst she was here 

Jayne Smith told her how much 
Jesus had changed her life.  
 

The next day Lisa brought her boyfriend 
Ross with her and they both gave their 
lives to Jesus.  Alan Smith 
who was preaching on that 
day also spoke at their  
wedding. The couple were 
married by Jenny—the first 
marriage at which she has 
officiated. Lisa says that 
meeting Ross in the shelter 
changed her life. We are 
sure God brought them to-
gether and the story of their 
lives shows that God always 
brings beauty out of ashes.   

The Dark Fields 

By Yanske Robertson 

In the previous issue this poem was printed with a line  

missing.  We print it complete this issue with apologies to  

Yanske for the omission.  

 

Many people are still playing 

On the world’s dark field 

Ignoring God’s caring warnings 

Their stony hearts unyield 

To the God of all ages  

Who in His unfailing love,  

Gently keeps His people calling 

From His glorious home above 

“Come to me my people 

And cast ALL cares on me 

With great love I will receive you  

Into my own family. 

I will change your life forever 

When you’re in my tender care. 

That’s the reason that I died for  

All your sins and pains to bear. 

I will come to lead and guide you. 

And will make your heart my home. 

And will never ever leave you 

So you’ll never be alone!” 

With my love I will surround you 

Until your stony heart will yield 

And you’ll make the quality decision 

To turn from the world’s corruptive field 

So, take that step, and come to me 

Tomorrow may be just too late 

And surely you’ll be lost forever 

For God may have closed His heaven’s gate. 

Brunel Manor 
 
Those who are new to the church and would like to come along to 
Brunel Manor, there are still a few places. See Jo as soon as  
possible to get your name added to the list.   
It’s going to be a time of great fun and fellowship—don’t miss out! 
Those who have expressed a desire to be with us for the 
weekend but have not yet paid any money — PLEASE see 
Jo and pay a deposit! 

We are also aiming to run the Ministry School again this year 
from 12th September—16th December.  We have some great 
opportunities for exciting speakers and teachers to come and 
minister to the attendees. Previous students have found it very 
valuable and have found their faith has grown enormously. If 
you’ve not attended and feel it is something you would like to do 
please speak to Dave or Clare Cleave.   

“God helped me defeat my  
fear of death”  

Sue Wakeman’s story 
 

“Ever since I was a child I had always been afraid 
that I was going to have a heart attack and die at 
night;” says Sue Wakeman.  I had suffered for years 
with broken nights of sleep.  I seemed unable to 
sleep the whole night through because of this fear.  
Then I watched a film called ‘The War Room’ and 
also really listened to the song ‘I’m no longer a 
slave to fear, I am a child of God.’ God showed me 
that I was a slave to my fear and that I was not 
trusting Him. After watching the film I realised the 
power of God’s word and how we should apply it to 
our daily lives.  I went to my bedroom and declared 
that I was a child of God and would not be a slave 
to my fear any longer.  I have not had a broken 
night’s sleep since!  I still get attacked by the fear 
but instead of believing it I speak out the truth that 
I am a child of God and the fear subsides.  I praise 
God for showing me the truth of his Word and for 
defeating a fear that had dominated my life.” 


